
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

       

 

The Story of 

November 10th, 2009, was Louis Clement’s 
24th birthday and his mother and sister, living in Iowa, 
decided to call and wish him happy birthday.  They 
tried and tried his number but he didn’t answer.  They 
finally managed to get in touch with a member of  his 
fiancé’s family and learned that he had been killed by 
a drunk driver five days previously.  His phone had 
been ringing from within a demolished red Toyota in 
a police storage facility.  Law enforcement personnel 
were unable to locate any family members, so the family 
didn’t find out about the crash for several days.  

Louis and his fiancé, Joyua Stovall, had been out 
looking for an apartment to rent when they decided 
to drive out by Turnagain Arm around 5:50 p.m. for a 
view of  the water.  

A 55-year old woman with multiple DUI’s 
began drinking and decided to get in her car and visit 
her hair salon. She was under court order to not drink 
or drive and her daughter offered to drive her but she 
insisted on making her own way to her appointment.  
Employees and customers at the hair salon noticed her 
nodding off  during her appointment and the stylist 
had to hold her head up at times to get the job done.  
Several times she went out to her car to get another 
drink, all of  which was witnessed by those in the salon. 
When her appointment was finished, she got in her car 
and proceeded down the road.  A witness at the hair 
salon called the police to report the drunk driver and 
they responded within minutes, but her car crossed the 
centerline and slammed head-on into the Toyota driven 
by Louis before they could locate her.  He was killed 
at the scene and Joyua sustained life altering injuries, 
including broken arms, legs and pelvis.  The impaired 
driver’s BAC was more than four times the legal limit. 

Brenda Clement, Louis’ mother; Mark Clement, 
Louis’ father; and Nicole Cleghorn, his sister, traveled 
from the lower-48 to be with the family, take care 
of  funeral arrangements and help provide care for 
the children. Their grief  was overwhelming and 
they were inconsolable.  The crash could easily have 
been prevented if  witnesses had acted and that fact 
highlights the insanity of  DUI.  Louis would still be 
alive and making plans with his family if  this drunk 
driver had been kept from behind the wheel. 
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Drive sober, or don’t drive at all!!! 

November 10, 1985 - November 5, 2009 

Louis Clement 



 “ The  cra sh  cou ld  ea sily  have  been       

Don’t Cry For Me 

In memory of Louis James Clement 

Don’t cry for me 
for I am safe. 

I’ve gone to heaven 
to take my place. 

I’m with you now 
I will never leave. 
Don’t cry for me 

Please don’t grieve. 

I’ll always be there 
in thought and mind. 

Don’t cry for me 
My heart you’ll find. 

I feel no pain, 
I feel no sorrow. 
Things will ease 

with each tomorrow. 

Remember my name, 
remember my face. 

Don’t cry for me, 
for I am safe. 

By Brenda Clement 
(mother of victim) 

11/17/2009 

prevented  if  witn esse s  had  a cted... ” 

Louis standing 
by his Uncle 
Jeff Clement’s 
motorcycle. 
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Louis with his sister 
Nichole. 

Louis and Joyua after 
the birth of their 
daughter, Janiece. 

Louis in 2003 with a recently 
unwrapped Nintendo 
Gamecube. 

Louis’ first grade picture. 

In 2007 there were 82 fatal crashes in Alaska, of which 43% 
were alcohol related. 



 

 

Instead of the Clements and Stovalls meeting for the first time at the joy-
ous occasion of Louis and Joyua’s wedding, the families met for the first 
time for the funeral of Louis. 

Letter to the Anchorage Daily News, 
November 25, 2009: 

On November 5, according to police reports, a drunk 
driver crashed head-on into the car driven by Louis 
Clement with his fiancé Joyua Stovall on the Seward 
Highway, killing Louis and seriously injuring Joyua.  
The drunk driver’s blood-alcohol content reportedly 
was more than four times the legal limit.  According 
to a witness, she was drunk when she arrived at a hair 
salon and continued drinking there before the crash. 

This egregious scene begs the questions: “What can 
we do to keep an impaired person from getting into a 
vehicle and driving away?  What is our responsibility 
when we see something like this happening?” 

There are no pat answers to the first question.  But in 
the above situation, the police should have been called 
when this DUI offender first walked into the salon, be
cause according to this witness, she already was drunk 
when she drove into the salon parking lot. 

Call the police with a REDDI report – Report Every 
Dangerous Driver Immediately – and let them handle 
it. Don’t wait for someone else to take action. 

As to the second question, we all have a moral and 
community obligation to do what we can without put
ting ourselves in harm’s way.  Check our website at 
www.forgetmenotmission.com for more information 
about the DUI plague in Alaska and what we are trying 
to do about it. 

With 5,888 DUI incidents in 2008, our law enforce
ment agencies are doing a great job of  nabbing drunk
en drivers every day, but it is everyone’s responsibility 
to try to keep them from getting behind the wheel. 

Royal Bidwell 

CRASH DETAILS 

“ Each  day  brings  new  challenges , some  of 
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Louis and Joyua’s

Wedding Day 

Victim: 

Date: 

Location: 

Drunk Driver: 

Blood-Alcohol 
Level: 

Contributing Fac-
tors: 

Louis Clement & 
Joyua Stovall 

11-05-2009 

Seward Hwy 

Unnamed 

4x legal limit 

Drunk driver 
had been drink-
ing most of  the 
day and no one 

stopped her from 
getting 

behind the wheel 

“With about two-thirds of Americans classifying themselves as 
drinkers, the United States is unlikely to ever again ban alcohol, and 
it shouldn’t.   Remember, though, that most Americans are like... 



“ Each  day  brings  new  challenges , some  of

     
      

 

  

“There are no words that can truly express what I have gone through during 
these last few months.  Every day brings new challenges, some of  which are 
harder than others. Intense physical therapy has helped me begin walking 
again, and the doctors are monitoring my progress.  Even though it has been 
tough, and I am still limited, it is extremely rewarding.  I am now able to care 
for my daughters, and am so happy they are now staying with me.  They truly 
are my motivation. 

The emotional pain from the accident is still quite fresh, and my sincere 
hope is that everyone understands that I am not yet ready to talk about it.  
Louis will always hold a very special place in my heart, and his daughter will 
grow up knowing how much he loved her. 

I would like to thank my family, friends, the Forget Me Not Foundation, and 
Victims for Justice for their continued love and support.  This difficult time in 
my life has been made a little easier by your care, guidance, and efforts, and 
I will always be grateful.” 

-Joyua Stovall 
4/20/10 

which  are  harder  than  others. ” 
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me and drink very little, but we all pay for alcohol-related crashes. These crashes cost 
us between $10 and $15 billion per year--a figure that does not include the incalculable 
costs of grief and human suffering.”  (C. Everett Koop, Former Surgeon General) 


